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The Commissioner 
 

July 6, 2020 

2020 Annual Conference Report 
 
On Thursday, June 18, Methodists from across Eastern North Carolina gathered virtually for our Annual Conference.  Even 
though we are in the middle of a pandemic, the business of the Church must go on.  As opposed to the normal three-day 
meeting, the virtual conference took two and a half hours.  In addition to our three pastors, Hayes Barton was represented by 
lay delegates Patti Young, Russell Carter, and Dudley Gwaltney. 

In addition to the pastors and lay delegates, Jill Charville, Sean Timmons, and Denise and Kat Moncol attended as Capital Dis-
trict equalizer delegates.  Combined with our retired clergy, an ordained deaconess, and Conference Chancellor, fifteen 
members of Hayes Barton attended this year’s conference. 

First things first; all three of our pastors have been reappointed to Hayes Barton for another year.  In past, more normal 
years, when I have announced this to the congregation, the response was a standing ovation.  While we cannot be together to 
do so this year, I know that we feel the same sense of joy to have their continued spiritual leadership.   

The biggest regret that I have for not being able to meet in person is that we were unable to share in the ordination of Pastors 
Molly and Adam.  I know that we would have had a large representation from Hayes Barton in Greenville to celebrate this 
major accomplishment in their ministerial journey.  Their ordination will be later this year at a smaller ceremony. 

As stated before, the business of the church must go on, but the Thursday conference was not limited to voting on budgets 
and nominations.  We took time to worship.  The Conference planners did an outstanding job putting together a meaningful 
virtual service.  Below are Patti Young’s observations of this year’s worship.  She does a much better job than I could have. 

There are many things that happen at annual conference.  Overlaying it all is worship.  During a normal annual confer-
ence, there are multiple opportunities for worship.  Typically, there is early morning communion, multiple prayers 
during each day, a corporate communion service, a service of remembrance and the ordination service.  As you can 
imagine, these did not happen.  The day of the virtual conference was begun with a worship service similar to the ones 
we are blessed with here at Hayes Barton. 

The one thing that remained the same from previous years was the singing of the hymn, Are We Yet Alive.  The overall 
theme of the service was a time to Lament.  Bishop Hope Morgan Ward spoke about all the challenges we are all facing 
in our personal lives, in our communities, in our country and in the world.  Through it all, we are to take comfort that 
God is present and will not abandon us.  The sermon was followed by a beautiful rendition of the anthem, I Believe, 
sung by a choir who were all singing from their homes.  It was a reminder of what we can all do if we work together, 
trusting in God. 

Conference Committee Nominations were approved, and Hayes Barton is well represented.  Pastors Molly and Rick were ap-
pointed chairs of the Church and Society and Financial Discipline Team, respectively.  In addition to Pastors Molly and Rick, 
several members of Hayes Barton were nominated to serve on many of the Conference committees.  The full Conference 
Workbook, including Committee appointments, can be found at: 

https://nccumc.org/ac2020/files/2020/06/ncc-ac20-workbook.pdf 

This was my eleventh year serving as a Lay Delegate, Patti’s tenth and Russell’s first.  While it may have been the shortest, it 
will be one that we will long remember.  I know that I speak for Patti and Russell in stating that it is a privilege to represent 
Hayes Barton. 

Dudley Gwaltney 

https://nccumc.org/ac2020/files/2020/06/ncc-ac20-workbook.pdf
www.hbumc.org
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ZOOM Bible  
and Book Study Offerings 

for the summer  
 

Pastor Rick’s Lectionary Group  
Thursdays @ 10:00am 

 

Email Melanie Iversen for ZOOM 
meeting registration or for help get-
ting set up on Zoom.                 

 miversen@hbumc.org  
 

Christianity 101 
Tuesdays at 7:00pm 

began June 4   
 

No homework. We’ll learn and dis-
cuss topics such as Baptism, disciple-
ship, and holiness. Email Pastor Mol-
ly for more information.   

    mwhite@hbumc.org 
 

Summer Seminary:  
American Christianity  

Started Sunday, June 14 
 

Our combined adult summer Sunday 
School began on Sunday, June 14. 
Our topic this summer is Summer 
Seminary: American Christianity.  

Connecting with Our Housebound Members 
 

Becky Balentine, our In Crowd Ministry Director, has worked with her daughter Kim to create a coloring book. Becky has 
delivered the book along with colored pencils and crayons to our members who are housebound. The In Crowd and Starnes Class 
members now have a sweet reminder of our church family and a fun activity for these days of social isolation! 

We’re always looking for volunteers to assist Becky and the Support Pathway with staying in touch with members. Contact 
Becky for more information at 919-601-8682 or bbalentine1025@gmail.com. 

Mask Ministry 
 

Our talented church members continue to sew masks and are meeting great needs 
in the community. Our mask makers are giving masks to our contacts with Seeds of 
Hope, social workers and food recipients at Wake County's school food distribution 
sites, and to several local refugee families. The mask ministry has also gotten requests 
from coffee shops and school groups! Do you need a mask? We’ve got plenty to share!  

Contact Jennifer Cates at lincolnetta@gmail.com or text her at 919-302-1574 
and she can deliver right to your door!  

mailto:miversen@hbumc.org
mailto:mwhite@hbumc.org
mailto:bbalentine1025@gmail.com
mailto:lincolnetta@gmail.com
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Worship, Outreach, Formation, Support: Four Ways to Connect 
 

Four ways, every week. We want to help you find a time every week to connect with your church...to find a way to be part of the 
Hayes Barton family. Through information in emails, on our social media platforms, in the newsletter and bulletin, and in video 
messages from the pastors, staff, and lay leaders, we’ll help you identify ways to be the church, together even though we are apart. 
Hayes Barton can be together through worship moments, outreach service projects, reaching out to fellow members, and spiritual 
and Christian education classes and studies. There’s an emphasis on how much we cannot do in these days; now it’s 
time to focus on what we can do. Go to https://vimeo.com/434164639 to hear Pastor Rick’s message about how you 
can find four ways to connect!  

 

Worship 
  

Worship services are uploaded each Saturday and are linked in emails sent to you on Saturdays and Sundays, and are also 
streamed on Facebook and hbumc.org. There are also worship opportunities that can be accessed through the conference web-
site (nccumc.org) and the United Methodist Church’s site (umc.org). Spend time worshipping our creator God each week with 
music by our talented staff and members, messages from our three pastors, lay readers, and corporate prayer. Try reading the 
lectionary text as a family together at dinner. Listen to the prelude outside with time for quiet and reflection. Make worship a key 
part of your week. 

   

Outreach 
  

Led by the Being Boaz small group and with the support of the Outreach Pathway, Hayes Barton has assisted multiple partner agen-
cies helping those most affected by the COVID-19 crisis. Recent efforts include drives to support the Boys and Girls Club’s pantry 
and programs and a blood drive held in our church’s parking lot. The UMW and Sunday School classes have brought much-
needed supplies to community partners including Parkview Manor and the Inter-Faith Food Shuttle. Opportunities are updated 
daily at hbumc.org/outreach. Our outreach efforts are enhanced by your gifts and offerings. Take time to make a donation to 
our PDF (Pastor’s Discretionary Fund) that goes into a pool of money distributed by four different churches to those in acute 
need. Or, give directly to one of our partner agencies. 

  

Commit to social justice by joining HB’s Board of Church and Society group (contact Pastor Molly, mwhite@hbumc.org), or 
subscribe to the email lists for the UMC General Commission on Race and Religion and UMC General Board of Church and Society. 
  

And pray: pray for all those affected by COVID-19, those affected by the shutdown of businesses, and for our outreach efforts to 
truly bring cold cups of water and God’s grace. 

  

Formation 
 

Every day of the week, almost, there’s a Zoom Bible or book study going on. Most days, small groups including Sunday School 
classes and Covenant groups check in or have group discussion. Every week, Ms. Laurie provides a daily devotion and Ms. Karen 
designs a preschool lesson for our youngest members. The youth have online studies including the 21 Day Wesley Challenge, JOY 
Class, and discussion groups on the racial movements in our country. 
 

Learn more about our Zoom book & Bible offerings and Sunday School classes and Covenant groups by contacting Pastor Molly 
(mwhite@hbumc.org). Sign up to receive Ms. Laurie (lharrell@hbumc.org) or Ms. Karen's (kskaggs@hbumc.org) offer-
ings for our kiddos. Be a part of Hayes Barton youth weekly devotions or online JOY class lessons (rcarter@hbumc.org or 
dcoster@hbumc.org). Connect with your church family for a time of learning about God’s word. 

  

Support 
 

Every day, church members are calling on our homebound members or sending notes to Starnes Class Sunday School friends. 
Every day, members of our church family check in on a friend from church, just to see how they are doing. Every day, your pastors 
and church staff pray for you. Every day, Stephen Ministers offer nonjudgmental care and active listening to their care receivers. 
Our support network is vast and is a way for you to connect, by supporting or being supported, wherever you are in life. Learn 
more about our efforts to help those who are homebound by contacting Pastor Adam (acharville@hbumc.org). Learn more 
about Stephen Ministry from Becky Balentine (bbalentine1025@gmail.com). Spend some time in prayer during our weekly 
Facebook Live prayer time on Mondays at noon. 

  

Four ways, every week. Connect with us. 
Be the church. 

https://vimeo.com/434164639
mailto:mwhite@hbumc.org
mailto:mwhite@hbumc.org
mailto:lharrell@hbumc.org
mailto:kskaggs@hbumc.org
mailto:rcarter@hbumc.orgordcoster@hbumc.org
mailto:rcarter@hbumc.orgordcoster@hbumc.org
mailto:acharville@hbumc.org
mailto:bbalentine1025@gmail.com
www.hbumc.org
www.nccumc.org
www.umc.org
www.hbumc.org/outreach
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Take the church life survey! The link was emailed to you last week, or visit www.surveymonkey.com/r/8FM2FH9.  
Help us plan for what’s next! Questions? Mike Trexler: mtrexler@hbumc.org 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/8FM2FH9
mailto:mtrexler@hbumc.org
www.surveymonkey.com/r/8FM2FH9
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Prayer Bookmarks: 06-28-20 & 07-05-20 
  

Deaths 
Addria Hardin Proctor Capps, sister of Barbara Smith 

Janie Leonard 
 

Health Concern 
Barbara Smith 

 

Births 
Henry Bouton Carter, son of Drewry & Russell Carter 

Zachary Dean Horton, Jr., son of Hannah & Zach Horton 
 

Ongoing Concerns 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deployed 
James Hemphill 

 

Our Church Leaders 
Pastors Rick, Adam and Molly D.S. Southern; Bishop Ward 

 

Our In-Crowd Members 
 

All Those Affected by the COVID-19 Pandemic 

July/August Upper Room Devotions 
 

These are available at the Stone Street doors while supplies last. 
 

The flowers for worship on July 5th, 2020 
 

were given in honor of  
Dr. Margaret Douglas 

in celebration of her love and devotion to children  
by her family and friends. 

 

Sympathy and Love to 
  

 the family and friends of Janie Leonard, who died on July 1. 
 Barbara Smith and family on the death of her sister, Addria 

“Puddin” Hardin Proctor Capps, on July 3. A celebration of her 
life will be held at St. Luke’s UMC in Hickory at a later time. 

 

Births 
  

 Henry Bouton Carter, son of Drewry & Russell Carter, was born 
on June 22. Elizabeth is a proud big sister. 

 Zachary Dean Horton, Jr., son of Hannah & Zach Horton, was 
born on June 27. 

 

Memorial Gifts through July 2 
 

In Memory of Jimmy Ball by Joe & Patsy Donaldson and 
Kathryn Paul. 

In Memory of Michelle Lindley on what would have been her 
62nd birthday, June 14, to the Music Fund by Ann Proctor. 

In Memory of John C. Smith by Martha & Nancy Dosher. 
 

New Podcast 
 

Our former youth director, Joy Van Staalduinen, is featured in a 
podcast, Voices — Episode 6: UMC Around The World w/ Joy Van 
Staalduinen and Jenni Pridmore. See nccumc.fm 

Mark Angelo 
Dale Benson 

Richard Birtch 
Kent Burns 

Anissa Ferris 
Jesse Chappell 

Mary Lou Goodrich 
David Hesmer 

Freddy Johnson 
Finlay Carter Judy 
Margaret Lucas 

Jo Ann Moore 
Robert Earl Phyllian 

Jane Preiss 
David Robertson 

Rhumell Ross 
Carol Smith 

Nancy Stamey 
Phil Templeton 
Elvey Thomas 
Georgia Webb 

Vickie Youngblood 

https://nccumc.fm
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JULY 12: 
6th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Genesis 25:19-34 
Ps. 119:105-112 or Ps. 25 

Romans 8:1-11 
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

JULY 19: 
7th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Genesis 28:10-19a 
Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24 

Romans 8:12-25 
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

 

WEEKEND WORSHIP  
ON VIMEO 

 

Each weekend, the service 
will be available at noon on 
Saturday so that you can wor-
ship at a convenient time for 
you and your family. 
 

Go to vimeo.com/hbumc to 
view the service, or previous 
archived services. For ques-
tions, contact Susan at: 

919-832-6435 x1135  
or sbaldwin@hbumc.org. 

Rocky Top Catering Service  
through Overflowing Hands 

 

Sign up at:  https://signup.com/go/WcquiWf 
 

All of the HBUMC service opportunities are at: 
hbumc.org/outreach 

Slots open for serving through July. 

http://www.hbumc.org/newsletters
http://www.hbumc.org
http://www.hbumc.org
http://www.hbumc.org
mailto:dgill@hbumc.org
mailto:dgill@hbumc.org
mailto:dgill@hbumc.org
mailto:sbaldwin@hbumc.org
https://signup.com/go/WcquiWf
www.hbumc.org/outreach
mailto:prayer@hbumc.org
www.hbumc.org/outreach
www.vimeo.com/hbumc
https://www.facebook.com/hayesbartonmethodist

