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The Commissioner 
 

June 8, 2020 

We must be brave 
 to walk in the light, 

 the beautiful light of Christ.  

A Message from Your Pastors at Hayes Barton UMC 
 
Dear Church Family,  
As we enter this week, following the recent deaths of Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor, and George Floyd, we grieve the loss of 

these individuals to violence. Furthermore, a history of systemic racism is a reality in our world. We pledge to listen and respond 
to the painful realities faced by Black people and other marginalized communities.  

The protests and unrest that are a result of injustice bring fear, frustration, and uncertainty, but as God’s people, we call up-
on the light of Christ to peacefully guide and direct us. Your pastors at Hayes Barton UMC are committed to prayerfully learning 
from Black people about the fears and dangers they live with just because of the color of their skin. In so doing, we hope to learn 
from them as to how we can be advocates for safety, peace, and justice. From this we pray to work towards dispelling racism. 

Our Bishop provides episcopal leadership in such a time as this. You will find her message below. Please know that your pas-
tors are praying for you and our community as we continue to seek peace for all. 

Blessings, Rick, Adam, and Molly  
 

 
A Message from Bishop Hope Morgan Ward 

 
Dear United Methodist friends, 
Today, Monday, June 1, 2020, we join an expansive Day of Lament as we remember 100,000 persons who have died as a 

result of COVID-19 and as we remember the violent murders of Black persons, most recently Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor, and 
George Floyd.  

In these days of anxiety, grief, violence and fear, let us hear afresh the first verses of the Bible, appointed for Sunday, June 7. 
  

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth, and the earth was without form, and void. . . 
And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 
And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. And God saw the light, that it was good. . . 

  

Thus begins the story of creation and God’s repeated assurance of the goodness of all that God made. This goodness is God’s 
intent for every person in the human family. This goodness remains our calling and our destiny in Jesus Christ, the Light of the 
World. 

We must be brave to walk in the light, the beautiful light of Christ. This beautiful light will lay bare the reality of white sociali-
zation to blindness of white privilege. This beautiful light will open to all the tragic history of enslavement and racism. This beauti-
ful light will evoke repentance and the fruits of repentance — the dismantling of prejudiced, unjust systems. This beautiful light will 
reveal all people as a human family deserving of respect, safety and all that promotes wellbeing. 

Today, we lament every place of resistance and denial of God’s powerful light. And then, we invite the beautiful light into eve-
ry place of sickness, loss, grief, violence and pain. 

 

Walk in the light, beautiful light, 
Come where the dewdrops of mercy shine bright.  
Shine all around us by day and by night, 
Jesus, the Light of the World.* 

 

With gratitude for your partnership in ministry, Bishop Hope Morgan Ward 
 

*from Jesus, the Light of the World, No. 3056, Worship & Song 
 

Please see page 4 to read the Bishop’s Summons to Witness, Protest & Promise. 
You can show your support by going to nccumc.org. 

www.hbumc.org
www.nccumc.org
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Hayes Barton Outreach:  
Time, Talents, and Treasures Making a Difference 

 

It has been amazing to see all the great work being done to help others in our community at this time: 

 John Thomas and the Being Boaz group have organized food drives for Urban Ministries, Inter-Faith Food Shuttle, and U.S. 
Committee for Immigrants and Refugees; hygiene drives for the Daniel Center; card drives for front line workers and firefight-
ers; and many other projects. 
 Chandler and Lon Ellis, through Overflowing Hands, have partnered with Rocky Top Catering to provide exceptional meals to 
vulnerable children and families in Wake County. Laura Kirby has organized Hayes Barton’s meal delivery efforts.  
 The UMW organized an Inter-Faith Food Shuttle drive and a cleaning supply and Depends products drive for the residents at 
Parkview Manor. 
 Many HBUMC members have tirelessly sewn masks for those in need. 
 Melanie Tharrington and her UMW Circle collected food for Wee Care families, and Jane Holding is leading a food drive for 
Meals on Wheels while delivering meals alongside other church members. 
 The New Life Sunday School Class provided food for the Helen Wright Center, the ACC Class collected food for the Alliance of 
AIDS Services Carolina’s food pantry, and the Seekers’ Class supported Inter-Faith Food Shuttle and A Place at the Table. 
 Many folks participated in the virtual run/walks for Hearts and Hands for Haiti and Rise Against Hunger. 
 Beth Baker and the Journey Sunday School Class have provided weekly groceries for recently-arrived immigrant families living 
at Welcome Home. 
 Jim Jones coordinated a blood drive through the Blood Connection last Saturday; 38 units were collected and the Blood Con-
nection donated back to our community partners.  
 The George Floyd Memorial collection of food, hygiene, games, and art supplies for the Boys and Girls Club of 
Wake County takes place this week. 

 

In addition, the HBUMC Outreach Team has created a Local Emergency Response Pool of over $64,000 to provide funding to the 
following local organizations: 

Our primary areas of focus are helping those in need of food, shelter, and health-care. Thank you for your generous gifts of 
time, talents, treasures, and prayer! To learn more, or to sign up to assist in any of these areas, visit hbumc.org/outreach.   

Matt Kirby, Outreach Pathway Chair 

A Place at the Table 
Alliance Medical Ministry 

Family Promise 
Inter-Faith Food Shuttle 

Meals on Wheels 
Neighbor to Neighbor 

Oak City Cares 
Overflowing Hands 

Prison Aftercare Christian Ministries 

Round Table of Pullen Baptist 
Society of St. Andrew 

StepUp Ministry 
The Encouraging Place 

The Green Chair Project 
The Women's Center 

Urban Ministries of Wake County 
Welcome Home - CBF Advocates for Refugees 

Wheels4Hope 

http://www.tableraleigh.org/
www.alliancemedicalministry.org
https://www.familypromisewake.org/
https://www.foodshuttle.org/
https://www.wakemow.org/
https://www.n2noutreach.org/
https://oakcitycares.org/
https://www.overflowinghands.org/
https://pacm-nc.org/2-pacm
https://www.pullen.org/missions-outreach/local-missions/
https://endhunger.org/north-carolina/
https://www.stepupministry.org/
http://theencouragingplace.org/
https://www.thegreenchair.org/
https://www.wcwc.org/
https://urbanmin.org/
https://cbfnc.org/embrace/refugee-and-immigrant-ministry-welcome-house-community-network/
https://wheels4hope.org/
www.hbumc.org/outreach
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HB Board of Church and Society 
 

The Covid-19 pandemic has pulled the curtain open and exposed many things. We see how many families depend on free 
and reduced breakfast and lunch at school. We see data with the number of African and Native Americans contracting and dying 
from the virus, way surpassing that of Caucasians. We have seen how overpopulation and poor conditions of prisons has caused 
them to be overwhelmed with cases of COVID-19. And not related, but we have watched the peaceful protests of George Floyd’s 
death turn destructive out of anger that cries for change have landed on deaf ears. It is now clear that we have so many systemic 
problems that need change. But how? It seems so daunting and large. What can one person do?  
 A good start is to join the newly created Board of Church and Society at HBUMC. We have so many groups at church that 
are mercy-based. They help heal, feed, clothe, and care for the immediate needs of the community. The Board of Church and Soci-
ety is focused on justice. It is getting to the root of the problem and trying to solve it. It is speaking for those who are not heard. 
Our BCS will take issues that the conference is already addressing and address them on a local level. We will consciously make the 
effort that our actions are Biblically motivated, versus politically. We will become trained in writing letters to local and state offi-
cials and protesting. We will educate the congregation on how they might get involved. Many of us are registered for the Social 
Action Advocacy Training (Zoom meetings) sponsored by our church. This training session is full, but if there is enough interest, 
we can perhaps schedule more trainings. If you are interested in joining the HBBCS, please contact: 

Beth Baker at bethbaker1018@yahoo.com or 919-995-1812, or Pastor Molly at mwhite@hbumc.org 

ZOOM Bible  
and Book Study Offerings  

 

Pastor Rick’s Lectionary Group  
Thursdays @ 10:00am 

 

Email Melanie Iversen for ZOOM meeting 
registration or for help getting set up on 
Zoom.                 miversen@hbumc.org  
 

Christianity 101 
Tuesdays at 7:00pm - began June 4   

 

No homework. We’ll learn and discuss top-
ics such as Baptism, discipleship, and holi-
ness. Email Pastor Molly for more infor-
mation.      white@hbumc.org 
 

Summer Seminary:  
American Christianity  
Starts Sunday, June 14 

 

Our combined adult summer Sunday 
School begins on Sunday, June 14. Our 
topic this summer is Summer Seminary: 
American Christianity.  
 

Social Justice Advocacy Training 
Starts Saturday, June 13 

 

The current pandemic has shone a light 
on the inequities in our community. It may 
seem overwhelming, but we can work to-
gether for justice for the poor and margin-
alized. We’re offering Social Justice Ad-
vocacy Training from the NC Conference 
Board of Church and Society via Zoom! The 
first of three meetings will be on Saturday, 
June 13, at 3:00pm. Contact Pastor Molly 
for more information or to register. 

 mwhite@hbumc.org  

mailto:bethbaker1018@yahoo.com
mailto:mwhite@hbumc.org
mailto:miversen@hbumc.org
mailto:white@hbumc.org
mailto:mwhite@hbumc.org
www.hbumc.org
mailto:mwhite@hbumc.org
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A Summons to Witness, Protest & Promise 
 

As Bishop of the North Carolina Conference, I invite you to affirm this summons to witness, protest and promise. We offer this 
opportunity, realizing that if we were gathering in Greenville for Annual Conference, a resolution would be offered in the wake of 
recent violence against our Black brothers and sisters. This summons is an opportunity to publicly state your desire to build the 
new world God promises as heaven in time descends to earth. (Revelation 21) 
 

With gratitude for the life we share in Christ, Hope Morgan Ward 
 

We United Methodists in The North Carolina Conference join our voices in witness, protest and promise in these times of violence 
against our Black brothers and sisters. 

We believe. . . 

We believe that the Holy Spirit is indeed poured out upon all people. 

We believe that in baptism, we are incorporated into God’s mighty acts of salvation, and commissioned to resist evil, injustice and 
oppression, in whatever forms they present themselves. 

We believe that God’s intent for humanity is community, compassion, and holiness, and that justice has been marred by the history 
of enslavement and racism. 

We believe that repentance is urgent for the historic and ongoing violence against Black girls and boys, men and women. 

We believe that in the wounding of Black bodies we see Christ crucified. 

We believe that those who have been steeped in white privilege, through repentance, can be transformed into humble servants of 
the living God. 

We believe we are called to work for the day when God’s will is done on earth as it is in heaven. 

We protest. . . 

We protest violent murders of Black men and women, most recently Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor, and George Floyd. 

We protest the narratives of fear and suspicion that divide people from one another. 

We protest our historic failure to ensure all our churches are places of hospitality, welcome, and belonging for our Black brothers 
and sisters. 

We protest the historic and continuing suppression of voting and other basic rights. 

We protest all incendiary public leadership in this time of crisis and turmoil. 

We protest the lack of will in our communities, our state and our country to protect the lives of our Black brothers and sisters, and 
especially the most vulnerable, the young and the old. 

We promise. . . 

We promise to use our voices, resources and power to dismantle white privilege and racist systems, especially within our own 
United Methodist Church. 

We promise to read the Scripture with ear and eye attentive to the continued call toward God’s will for all people. 

We promise to exercise the right to vote and to work against voter suppression. 

We promise to create around ourselves at all times hospitable space for all people. 

We promise to name prejudice when we see it and to receive the correction of others who see prejudice in us. 

We promise to be life-long learners, to constantly make adjustments in the way we use our power and influence, to be active 
participants in the building of the beloved community, and ultimately growing always in holiness toward the perfection we see in 
Christ. 

Signatories: 

Hope Morgan Ward 
Tim Russell 
Edie Gleaves 

Ray Broadwell 
Gil Wise 

Gray Southern 
Mike Frese 

Kenneth Locklear 
Randy Innes 

 

Linda Taylor 
Dena White 
Tara Lain 

Ismael Ruiz-Millan 
 

Jon Strother 
Beth Hood 

Lisa Yebuah 
Greg Moore 
Steve Taylor 

You can show your support by going to nccumc.org. 

www.nccumc.org


 

06/08/2020  The Commissioner 5 

HBUMC Youth: ASP, SLAM Nashville and SLAM Raleigh - Cancelled 
 

We know many of you have asked questions about our summer mission trips and many others have speculated what might happen. 
Unfortunately, we have decided to cancel this year’s SLAM Nashville mission trip. We are disappointed to have to make this call but 
believe it is the right choice under the circumstances. Every student and leader who paid is offered a full refund of the funds you 
have turned in to this point. Please let us know how you would like your refund to be credited. You have the following options: 

• You may choose for your refund to be returned directly to you. 
• You may choose to forgo a refund and your money will be used as a donation directly to SLAM. 
• You may choose that your refund be transferred to the church’s operating fund as part of your pledge. 
• You may choose to designate your refund to the church’s general outreach budget or to aid one of our specific local partners. 

Please let us know how to direct your refund as soon as possible so we may begin to process them.  
 

Rachel Carter, rcarter@hbumc.org    Davis Coster, dcoster@hbumc.org 

Last Call for College Graduates 
 

If you or someone in your family did or will receive a col-
lege degree this spring, please contact Doug Gill at 
dgill@hbumc.org or 919-832-6435 x1126 so they can 
be recognized in the June 22 newsletter. 
 

Prayer Bookmarks 
 

05-31-20 & 06-07-20 
  

Death 
Charles Riddle, father of Stephen Riddle  

 

Births 
Amalia Andrew Flammia,   

daughter of Tara & Drew Flammia  
Harriet Anne (Hattie) Jones, 

daughter of Hannah & Owen Jones 
Sophie Marie Sherlin,  

daughter of Will & Nancy Sherlin 
 

Health Concerns 
Suzanne Templeton  

 

Ongoing Concerns 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deployed 
James Hemphill 

 

Our Church Leaders 
Pastors Rick, Adam and Molly 
D.S. Southern; Bishop Ward 

 

All Those Affected by the COVID-19 Pandemic 

Sympathy and Love to 
  

Stephen Riddle and family on the death of his father, Charles Rid-
dle, on May 26. A private inurnment was held at First United Meth-
odist Church, High Point, NC. 
 

Births 
  

 Amalia Andrew Flammia, daughter of Tara & Drew Flammia, was 
born on June 2. Anastasia is a proud big sister. Donna & Dayle 
Flammia are proud grandparents. 

 Harriet Anne (Hattie) Jones, daughter of Hannah & Owen Jones, 
was born on May 30. Fielding is a proud big brother. Dianne & 
David Jones are proud grandparents. 

 Sophie Marie Sherlin, daughter of Nancy & Will Sherlin, was 
born on May 24. Mary Penn & Walt Sherlin are proud grandpar-
ents. 

 

Memorial Gifts through June 4 
 

In Memory of Eddie Bagwell to the Pastors’ Discretionary 
Fund by Janet Comrie. 

In Memory of Jimmy Ball: 
- to the Music Ministry Fund by Robert Morrison, Jr. 
- to the Pastors’ Discretionary Fund by Paul & Carolyn Carruth, 

Shelly Greer and Elvey & Sharon Thomas, Jr. 
- to the Stroud Music Endowment Fund by Joyce Stroud. 
- to the Well Fund by Ken Bryant, Jr., Gloria & Bill Coe, and 

Nevelle & Jo Ann Jones. 
- by the ACC Class, Charles & Margaret Barham, Jr., Circle 8, 

Mary Owens Fitzgerald, Memory Mitchell, Walt & Mary Penn Sher-
lin and Norma Stidham. 

In Memory of Kristin Byrd to the Pastors’ Discretionary Fund 
by Margaret & Rans Douglas. 

In Memory of Richard Kane to the Haiti Missions Fund by 
Robert Morrison Jr. 

In Memory of Mary Knapp to the Pastors’ Discretionary Fund 
by Janet Comrie. 

In Memory of Don Preiss by Circle 8 and Elliott & Dean 
Leake. 

In Memory of J. C. Smith: 
- to Pastors’ Discretionary Fund by Jo Ann & John Bradsher. 
- by John T. Lindley, Tucker & Karen Mann, and Nancy Scott. 
In Memory of Marguerite J. Thompson by Ellen & Eddie 

Gurganious, Sydnor & Lacy Presnell, and Gail Williams. 

Mark Angelo 
Dale Benson 

Richard Birtch 
Kent Burns 
Elly Cherry 

Anissa Ferris 
Mary Lou Goodrich 

David Hesmer 
Finlay Carter Judy 
Margaret Lucas 
Jo Ann Moore 

Robert Earl Phyllian 
Jane Preiss 

David Robertson 
Rhumell Ross 
Carol Smith 

Nancy Stamey 
Phil Templeton 
Elvey Thomas 
Georgia Webb 

Vickie Youngblood 

mailto:rcarter@hbumc.org
mailto:dcoster@hbumc.org
mailto:dgill@hbumc.org
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Hayes Barton United Methodist Church 
2209 Fairview Road 
Raleigh, NC 27608-2240 
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JUNE 14: 
2nd Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Genesis 18:1-15 
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 

Romans 5:1-8 
Matthew 9:35—10:8 (9-23) 

 

JUNE 21: 
3rd Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Genesis 21:8-21 
Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 

Romans 6:1b-11 
Matthew 10:24-39 

 

WEEKEND WORSHIP  
ON VIMEO 

 

Each weekend, the service 
will be available at noon on 
Saturday so that you can wor-
ship at a convenient time for 
you and your family. 
 

Go to vimeo.com/hbumc to 
view the service, or previous 
archived services. For ques-
tions, contact Susan at: 

919-832-6435 x1135  
or sbaldwin@hbumc.org. 

 

God’s Big Backyard 
in your own backyard: 

 

Register Now for Hayes Barton VBS 
August 10-14 

 

Do you want to help your kids learn more about God, 
teach them how to serve others, and have fun with them 
in your own backyard? If yes, then you need to register 
for Hayes Barton’s family-style VBS! You will receive one 
box full of learning and fun (with live-streamed music 
and skits) for the week of August 10th-14th. Click on the 
link below to register. We only need one registration per 
family, and the cost is only $15. We hope you will ex-
plore “God’s Big Backyard” with us! 

 

Registration runs through June 30th. Register at: 
hbumc.org/children 

We invite all to participate in HBUMC’s George Floyd Memorial Food, 
Hygiene, Recreation Drive for the Boys and Girls Club of Wake County. 
Non-perishable items may be dropped off before Friday, June 12, at: 
 

 the Thomas home (6811 Grimaldi Ct, 27612) or  
 the Jones home (3106 Westbury Dr, 27607).  

 

Please drop off perishables ONLY on Thursday, June 11. Volunteers 
are also needed! The items will be delivered on Friday, June 12. Visit 
hbumc.org/outreach and select “current opportunities” to learn more.  

http://www.hbumc.org/newsletters
http://www.hbumc.org
http://www.hbumc.org
http://www.hbumc.org
mailto:dgill@hbumc.org
mailto:dgill@hbumc.org
mailto:dgill@hbumc.org
mailto:sbaldwin@hbumc.org
www.hbumc.org/children
www.hbumc.org/children
www.hbumc.org/outreach
www.vimeo.com/hbumc

