
Prelude Cello Concerto No. 1 in C Major Franz Joseph Haydn 
Sophia Knappe, cello 

Call to Worship  Molly White 

Blessed are those who stand in awe before God; happy are all who walk in God’s ways. 
The true and living God turns us from our idols. The Spirit directs us in the way we should go. 
Link your hearts with one another in God’s presence; know that you are a part of God’s family. 
The love of God chooses and unites us; that love causes us to value ourselves and others. 
Open yourselves to God’s testing and God’s demands; receive God’s gentle care and warm embrace. 
God is our judge and our inspiration; God is our comfort and our refuge. 

Hymn   The God of Abraham Praise LEONI 

The God of Abraham praise, who reigns enthroned above; Ancient of Everlasting Days, and God of love;  
Jehovah, great I AM! by earth and heaven confessed; I bow and bless the sacred name forever blest. 

The great I AM has sworn; I on this oath depend. I shall, on eagle wings upborne, to heaven ascend. 
I shall behold God's face; I shall God's power adore, and sing the wonders of God's grace forevermore. 

The heavenly land I see, with peace and plenty blest; a land of sacred liberty, and endless rest. 
There milk and honey flow, and oil and wine abound, and trees of life forever grow with mercy crowned. 

The God who reigns on high the great archangels sing, and "Holy, holy, holy!" cry, "Almighty King!  
Who was, and is, the same, and evermore shall be: Jehovah, Lord, the great I AM, we worship thee!" 

Opening Prayer  Molly White  

Eternal God, whose love for us is boundless and whose mercy extends to all your children, help us to love 
you with our whole being, that we may live confidently, growing in our relationship with you and with one 
another until the whole world shares in the experience of your loving care.  May the great commandments of 
Christ, summing up all the law and the prophets, motivate and empower the whole family of humankind.  
Amen.   

Epistle Lesson 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8  Josh Trexler 

Time with Young Disciples   Laurie Harrell 

Gospel Lesson Matthew 22:34-46 Rick Clayton 

When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of them, a lawyer, asked him 
a question to test him. “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said to him, “’You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. 
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And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets.” 

Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: “What do you think of the Messiah? Whose 
son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” He said to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, 
saying, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet”’? If David thus calls him 
Lord, how can he be his son?” No one was able to give him an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any 
more questions.   

Sermon “What God Hath Joined Together” Rick Clayton 

Baptisms Presented for Holy Baptism 

Mila Grace Bailey 
Daughter of Ashley and Christ Bailey, Sister of Walker 

Eason Carmella Crook 
Daughter of Mary Laurence and Andrew Crook 

Mae Williams Kuruc 
Daughter of Anna Elizabeth and Greg Kuruc, Sister of Louise and Harris 

Mazie Grace Murray 
Daughter of Zach and Taryn Murray 

INTRODUCTION TO THE SERVICE 

Brothers and sisters in Christ: Through the Sacrament of Baptism we are initiated into Christ's holy Church. 
We are incorporated into God's mighty acts of salvation and given new birth through water and the Spirit. 
All this is God's gift, offered to us without price. 

 PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES 

I present ____________________ for baptism. 

RENUNCIATION OF SIN AND PROFESSION OF FAITH 

On behalf of the whole Church, I ask you: 

Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of this world, and repent of your sin? 
I do. 

Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and oppression 
 in whatever forms they present themselves? 
I do. 

Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace, and promise to serve him as your Lord, 
 in union with the Church which Christ has opened to people of all ages, nations, and races? 
I do. 

Will you nurture these children in Christ's holy Church, that by your teaching and example they may be guided 
 to accept God's grace for themselves, to profess their faith openly, and to lead a Christian life? 
I will. 

Do you, as Christ's body, the Church, reaffirm both your rejection of sin and your commitment to Christ? 
We do. 

Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life and include these persons now before you in your care? 
With God's help we will proclaim the good news and live according to the example of Christ. 
We will surround these children with a community of love and forgiveness, 
 that they may grow in their service to others. 
We will pray for them, that they may be true disciples who walk in the way that leads to life. 



Let us join together in professing the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

Eternal Father: 
When nothing existed but chaos, you swept across the dark waters and brought forth light. 
In the days of Noah you saved those on the ark through water. After the flood you set in the clouds a rainbow. 
When you saw your people as slaves in Egypt, you led them to freedom through the sea. 
Their children you brought through the Jordan to the land which you promised. 
Sing to the Lord, all the earth. Tell of God's mercy each day. 

In the fullness of time you sent Jesus, nurtured in the water of a womb. He was baptized by John and anointed by your Spirit. 
He called his disciples to share in the baptism of his death and resurrection and to make disciples of all nations. 
Declare his works to the nations, his glory among all the people. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, to bless this gift of water and those who receive it, 
 to wash away their sin and clothe them in righteousness throughout their lives, 
 that, dying and being raised with Christ, they may share in his final victory. 
All praise to you, Eternal Father, through your Son Jesus Christ, 
 who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns for ever. Amen. 

BAPTISM WITH LAYING ON OF HANDS 

________________, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
May the Holy Spirit work within you, that being born through water and the Spirit,  
 you may be a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Now it is our joy to welcome our new sisters and brothers in Christ. 
Through baptism you are incorporated by the Holy Spirit into God's new creation 
 and made to share in Christ's royal priesthood. We are all one in Christ Jesus. 
With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you as members of the family of Christ. 

COMMENDATION AND WELCOME 

Members of the household of God, I commend these children to your love and care. 
Do all in your power to increase their faith, confirm their hope, and perfect them in love. 
We give thanks for all that God has already given you and we welcome you in Christian love. 
As members together with you in the body of Christ and in this congregation of The United Methodist Church, 
 we renew our covenant faithfully to participate in the ministries of the Church 
 by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, and our service, 
 that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. 

      Welcoming Hymn: “Jesus Loves Me” 



Prayer Bookmark 

Death 
Mike Peterson 

 
Birth 

Amy Camila Johnson,  
daughter of Diana & Matt Johnson,  

granddaughter of Kalen & Gary Johnson  
    

Ongoing Concerns 
Mark Angelo 

Richard Birtch 
Kent Burns 

Jesse Chappell 
Kim Collins 

Mary Lou Goodrich 
David Hesmer 

Finlay Carter Judy 

Ongoing Concerns 
Margaret Lucas 
Jo Ann Moore 
John Phillips 

Robert Earl Phyllian 
Jane Preiss 

David Robertson 
Rhumell Ross 
Barbara Smith 
Nancy Stamey 

Phil Templeton 
Elvey Thomas 
Susan Wagner 
Georgia Webb 

Vickie Youngblood 
 

Stephen Ministry Trainees 

Our In-Crowd Members 
 

Our Church Leaders 
Pastors Rick, Adam and Molly 
D.S. Southern; Bishop Ward 

 
Those Affected by Hurricanes 

and Wildfires 
 

Church members who have suffered  
from COVID or are caring  
for those with the virus 

 
Those grieving the over 220K  

who have died from COVID in the US 

Sharing Joys and Concerns   Adam Charville 

Pastoral Prayers and The Lord’s Prayer  Adam Charville  

Stewardship Video  “Offering Community” Molly White 

Offertory The Lord’s Prayer arr. Bryan 
Jim Bryan, classical guitar 

Doxology Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 Benediction   Rick Clayton 


