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Jesus looked up and saw rich people putting their gifts into the treasury; he also saw a poor 
widow put in two small copper coins. He said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more 
than all of them; for all of them have contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her 
poverty has put in all she had to live on.” 

Luke 21:1-4 (NRSV) 

When Jesus visited the Temple in Jerusalem he witnessed the people bringing their tithes and offerings to the 
Temple.  One thing in particular caught his eye: there was a poor widow in line with her offering.  Most of the 
people in line were wealthy, and they made a big show about bringing their offerings so everyone could see 
them.  But the poor widow brought only a couple of nearly worthless copper coins.  We often think about this 
story demonstrating the faithfulness of the widow who gave all that she had out of her poverty.  But what if we 
reconsider this story?  Perhaps Jesus tells this story to demonstrate that this community failed to protect the 
poorest among them.  The community should have been caring for the poor widow based on traditional Jewish 
teachings – and based upon Jesus’ own teachings.  The widow should not have had to contribute all that she had 
to live on, as Jesus said.  The community failed the poor widow by allowing her to remain a poor widow 
without adequate support or financial stability.  

Our duty as disciples of Jesus Christ is to be a community of love and support.  Jesus challenges us to be a 
community that advocates for and supports those who are living in poverty.  We are challenged not only to 
provide the poor with nourishment and shelter and support, but we are also challenged to address laws and 
social systems that make it more difficult for those living in poverty to survive and thrive.  Jesus calls us to be a 
community where we support and advocate for the poor and the vulnerable.  One of the ways that we live out 
Jesus’ biblical teachings is by advocating for housing that is affordable, clean, safe, and sufficient.  

What is affordable housing? 

Housing (cost of housing plus utilities) is affordable when it comprises no more than 30% of a family’s budget.  
A family that spends more than 30% of its monthly income on housing is “cost-burdened.”   

When a family’s monthly housing cost is greater than 30% of its monthly income, it means that families must 
make difficult choices.  These include choices between buying food for the family, covering medical costs, or 
childcare.  A lack of affordable housing in a community often means the difficult choice of living farther from a 
place of employment thereby increasing commuting costs such as gas and maintenance, or significantly long 
travel times on public transportation.  Many communities – particularly those located far from the city center – 
do not have access to public transportation at all.  This makes gainful employment nearly impossible. 

Who are cost burdened?  Working people and families. 

The Area Median Income (AMI) for Wake County, North Carolina, is $84,300.  Many hard-working members 
of our community make far less than that median income.  The average annual salary for healthcare workers, for 
example, is $29,690.  Police officers’ annual average salary is $51,640.  Both groups are essential to the welfare 



and safety of our community.  Childcare workers, construction workers, and the person who last waited on you 
at a restaurant or brought your food to your car make far less annually than the Wake County AMI.   

 The median listing price for a home in Raleigh today is $274,300.  The monthly mortgage payment – principal, 
interest, taxes & insurance (PITI) for a 3.28% 30-year mortgage – is $1,513.  Including estimated utilities, a 
home at this price with a 10% down payment requires an annual income of $72,520 to meet the definition of 
affordable for a home in Raleigh at the current median listing price.  A median-priced home is out of reach for a 
significant portion of the families living in Raleigh.  Many of our neighbors and their families in Raleigh cannot 
afford to own a home here.  

Currently 24% of households (97,483) in Wake County are cost-burdened ,and this number is rising as our 
economy suffers from the ill-effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. Those who make less than $24,000, <30 % 
AMI, have few housing choices that are safe and adequate. 

Why is helping working families and people afford housing important? 

In addition to the clear biblical mandate to care for and support the poor, helping working families in Raleigh 
afford housing makes our community a better place to live - for everyone.  Affordable housing provides 
working families with better choices about where they live - closer to work, closer to good schools, in good 
neighborhoods, and convenient to healthcare providers.  Economically-diverse communities are healthier 
communities.   

Hayes Barton UMC supports our partner organizations  

Hayes Barton UMC and members of our congregation are involved with community organizations that help 
cost-burdened families as part of our Mission and Outreach programs. These organizations work with our city 
and county governments to address affordable housing.  They meet the daily support needs of the community, 
and they also advocate on behalf of the community they serve.  Several of our partner organizations work 
directly with families experiencing the crisis of inadequate and unaffordable housing, these organizations 
include Wake Habitat for Humanity, Oak City Cares, and Southeast Raleigh YMCA, among others. 

What can you do?  Support the 2020 Affordable Housing Bond! 

The BJAT is encouraging members at Hayes Barton UMC to consider supporting the 2020 Affordable Housing 
Bond that is part of the November 3, 2020, ballot in Wake County.  The Housing Bond invests $80 million over 
five years in our community.  It helps our neighbors secure affordable housing.  Funding from the bond will be 
used to purchase land to construct affordable housing located near public transportation, to make critical repairs 
for existing homeowners, to assist first-time homebuyers with down payments, to support nonprofit housing 
organizations, and to expand the number of affordable rental homes.   

While this Bond may not go far enough in righting a grave problem of homelessness and inadequate housing in 
Wake County, it is a start!    

If the 2020 Affordable Housing Bond passes on November 3, our Biblical Justice Action Team from Hayes 
Barton UMC will stay actively engaged with the Raleigh City Council over the next several years to support 
City Council’s accountability for execution of the bond, to call for proper use of its funds, and for continuing 
constructive efforts to reduce the crisis of homelessness. 

 


