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April 27, 2020 

Being the Light 

As one of your pastors at Hayes Barton UMC, I have 
been blessed to witness how YOU have shared the light of 
Jesus Christ with the world.  We find ourselves in an un-
precedented and difficult place.  People must distance 
themselves, some have lost jobs and income, and we all 
face the reality of becoming ill.  Yet we still have the op-
portunity to see and share the shimmer of the light of 
Christ with the world. 

Many have asked, just like the first Christians did, 
“What should we do?” (Acts 2:37).  Out of crisis comes 
action and out of challenge comes opportunity.  Here are 
some ways that you, Hayes Barton UMC, have reacted to a 
quarantine in the midst of a pandemic. 

 You have reached out by phone to other members 
or to those who are alone to uplift spirits and to 
share a laugh.  

 You have already responded to the needs of many 
with multiple food drives by organizations such as 
Inter-Faith Food Shuttle and Alliance of AIDS Ser-
vices.  So many food pantries need our support 
and you can arrange convenient delivery sites so 
that our members can safely deliver groceries.  
Food drives will keep going in the weeks to come. 

 You have already written notes to the staff of 
SAFEchild and A Place at the Table, thanking them 
for their life-sustaining service.  We will continue 
to write notes to WakeMed personnel, to firefight-
ers and other public servants in the weeks to 
come.  Our children (and everyone young at 
heart!) can be a part of this effort to express love 
and support for those who put their health on the 
line for others. 

 You can help us find needs and how we can re-
spond safely.  As a whole church, we can reach out 
to our community.  Though our church acts pow-
erfully in small groups, we can network our Sun-

day School classes, our circles and covenant 
groups, the UMW, the UMM, and our Outreach 
Pathway.  Stay in touch with your small group and 
coordinate with each other.  Together, we make a 
powerful and directed impact for those in need 
and for those who serve Wake County. 

 You can also take part in a social distance 5K to 
support Rise Against Hunger and/or Hearts and 
Hands for Haiti.  Both happen on May 15th.  You 
can find more information at their websites, and 
when you sign up, make sure to “join” team 
HBUMC! 

 Continue to pray!! 

These are just a few of the many ways HBUMC is 
making Christ present to the world.  In the coming days, 
continue to look for how 
you can get involved with 
other members of our 
congregation taking part in 
these efforts.  Please know 
that the ways you are being 
generous with your time, 
talents, and treasures is 
important and appreciated by so many people.  

Also, please be assured that staying home and shel-
tering in place is a way that you are showing God’s love 
to others.  If you are not able to physically be present for 
some of the efforts listed above, know that staying home, 
being vigilant in prayer, and being generous to the 
church is doing good and is a blessing to others.  

Wherever you are on this day, know that you are 
loved, know that you are prayed for, and know that 
Christ is risen, He is risen indeed! 

Peace and love,  

Pastor Adam 

“What should we do?” 
 (Acts 2:37). 

  Out of crisis 
 comes action 

 and out of challenge 
comes opportunity. 

www.hbumc.org
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Sympathy and Love to 
  

 Jim Bryan and family on the death of his brother, Bernice 
Bryan, on April 20. A private service was held on April 24. 

 Kim Collins and family on the death of her step-father, Jerry 
Landers, on March 16. His service was held on March 19 at 
Burningtree Memorial Gardens, Decatur, AL.  

 Debbie Dragos and family on the death of her mother, 
Bonnie Poe Mann, on April 11. A private service was held on 
April 16 at Apex Cemetery. 

 Jeannie Jones and family on the death of her husband, Wilbo 
Jones, on April 13. A private service was held on April 24 at 
Hayes Barton UMC. 

 Jane Preiss and family on the death of her husband, Don 
Preiss, on April 22. 

 Julie Mitchell and family on the death of her mother, 
Barbara Settle, on April 21. 

 Gena Jones and family on the death of her father, Tom 
Shreve, on April 21. A private service was held on April 25. 

 

Births 
  

 Mila Grace Bailey, daughter of Chris & Ashley Bailey, was 
born on April 17. Walker is a proud big brother. 

 Andrew Callum Gauley, son of Molly & Mark Gauley, was 
born on April 26. Bryson and Charles are proud big 
brothers. 

 James Hayden Phillips, son of Rebecca & Justin Phillips, was 
born on April 12. 

 

Memorial Gifts through April 23 
 

In Honor of Stephen Aber to the Pastors’ Discretionary 
Fund by Jane Walz. 

In Memory of Eddie Bagwell: 
- by Arthur B. Clark, III, Jill Heath, and Jane Neblett. 
- to the Well Fund by Becky Thompson. 

In Honor of Becky Balentine to Pastors’ Discretionary 
Fund by Elvey & Sharon Thomas. 

In Memory of Kristin Byrd: 
- by Robert Morrison, Jr. 
- to the Starnes Class fund by Henrietta Adams, the 

Cornerstone Class, Mary Owens Fitzgerald, Nancy Nutt and 
Ellen Shintay. 

In Memory of Ann Davis Jones: 
- to the Music Ministry Fund by Robert Morrison. 
- by Edelman Financial Engines. 

In Memory of Wilbo Jones to the Growing in Love Fund 
by Thomas Moore and Katherine Reitzel. 

In Memory of Mary Knapp to the Music Ministry Fund by 
Robert Morrison. 

In Memory of Richard Ruebesam by Elizabeth Noles. 

College Graduates 
 

If you or someone in your family will receive a college degree 
this spring, contact Doug Gill at dgill@hbumc.org or 919-
832-6435 x1126 they can be recognized in June. 

 

A Note of Appreciation and Gratitude 
 

As many of you are well aware, Kristin Byrd passed away on 
April 7, three days after her 51st birthday, following a long, 
gradual decline of wellbeing. All who knew Kristin knew how 
passionate she was about the things she loved, and top of her 
list was HBUMC. My family moved to Raleigh in the 1970’s 
from Eastern NC and my parents chose HBUMC because of the 
Starnes Class. 

HBUMC was Kristin’s church. It meant the world to her, as 
exemplified by the way she claimed the front pew in front of 
the pulpit. As her parents’ health declined, my father’s primary 
request was that we get Kristin to church. 

I am forever grateful for how well HBUMC embraces the 
Starnes Class and how well you all loved Kristin. I am humbled 
by how many of you have reached out with cards, as well as 
phone calls and other means. THANK YOU!! Your support and 
encouragement has meant the world, especially during this 
rather odd time when we cannot be together. 

Tremendous THANK YOU to all volunteers associated with 
the Starnes Class. Special THANK YOU to Doug Gill and also 
Mary June and Henry Jones. And THANK YOU to Rick whom 
Kristin considered a superstar. 

Kristin’s ashes were laid to rest in the HBUMC Columbari-
um on April 20. I always wanted to “pay back” HBUMC for 
how well you accepted and loved Kristin. If you are so inclined, 
consider a church donation in her memory.  

Leslie Koscielniak 
 

UMCOR COVID-19 Response Fund 
 

Since the start of the novel coronavirus outbreak, UMCOR has 
been working with health boards, medical professionals, disas-
ter management coordinators and faith leaders to prevent the 
further spread of this disease. Now it is clear that the impact of 
COVID-19 will be far-reaching and demands an even greater 
response. Through the UMCOR COVID-19 Response fund, 
grants will be rapidly released to equip partners to assist vul-
nerable populations around the world impacted by COVID-19, 
including racial/ethnic and indigenous communities in the 
United States. Grants from this fund will be disbursed quickly 
and efficiently to address health concerns, food insecurity, 
water and hygiene limitations and other pressing needs. Even 
as you shelter in place, you can be there for others. When you 
say “yes” to supporting the UMCOR COVID-19 Response, you 
will help bring God’s love to life for those who need it most.  
 

UMCOR COVID-19 Response Fund 
Advance #3022612  

 

https://advance.umcmission.org/ 
p-2025-umcor-covid-19-response-fund.aspx 

mailto:dgill@hbumc.org
https://advance.umcmission.org/p-2025-umcor-covid-19-response-fund.aspx
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ZOOM Bible and Book Study Offerings  
for Spring 2020 

 

Even if we can’t be physically together, we can still study 
Scripture together and learn from one another’s experi-
ences! Our Hayes Barton UMC Bible and Book studies 
are in full swing for the spring. We’ll meet together on 
the ZOOM platform, and we can help you get set up on 
ZOOM if you’re not familiar with the technology. These 
classes are designed for you to attend whether you’re at 
home or at the beach! And, if you need to miss a couple 
of classes, you’ll be fine. Join us anyway!   
 

Pastor Rick’s Lectionary Group 
Thursdays @ 10:00am 

 

Pastor Rick continues his beloved Lectionary Group in a 
virtual format – and we’re happy to help you get set up 
with a ZOOM meeting! Join together on Thursday morn-
ings from 10:00-11:00. Pastor Rick will lead a discus-
sion on the Scripture texts that will be used in the com-
ing weekend’s worship service. The discussion is always 
lively with plenty of time for questions! We’ll also spend 
time together in prayer for our church and community. 
Email Melanie Iversen for ZOOM meeting registration 
or for help getting set up on Zoom.  

miversen@hbumc.org  
 

Learn to Read the Bible: Jeremiah 2:4-13 
Wednesdays @ 7:00pm 

 

If you’ve never read the Bible, if you find the Bible in-
timidating, or if you want to dig into a deeper reading of 
Scripture, join Pastor Molly for this four-week class 
based on the text of Jeremiah 2:4-13. You will need a 
Bible or Bible app to participate. We’ll meet virtually on 
Wednesday evenings from 7:00-8:00 beginning on May 
6 and ending on May 27. We’ll look at this same scrip-
ture lesson through four different lenses: cultural/
historical, scriptural, theological, and spiritual. Email 
Pastor Molly for your ZOOM registration code to join 
the class or with questions.  

 mwhite@hbumc.org 
 

One-and-Done Book Club – June 4 @10:00am 
 

This quarter we’re reading a quirky and funny book 
called Spying on the South: An Odyssey Across the 
American Divide by Tony Horowitz. The author retraces 
the steps that Fredrick Law Olmstead walked across the 
South in the years before the Civil War. What are the 
things that unite and divide us in the South and in 
America? It might be a bit uncomfortable, but it will 
certainly be entertaining! Join us for a virtual book club 
via ZOOM on Thursday, June 4, from 10:00am-
12:00pm. Please do read (some or) all of the book for 
this book club meeting. Contact Pastor Molly for more 
details and for ZOOM registration information.   

 mwhite@hbumc.org 

Bishop Ward’s April 21 Update 
 

Grace and peace to you in the name of Jesus Christ.  

We are Easter people profoundly connected in this time of COVID-
19. The pandemic continues and so it is impacting our decisions and 
planning toward the 2020 session of the North Carolina Annual Con-
ference. Rather than the usual multi-day Conference, we will gather 
virtually on Thursday morning, June 18, from 10:00 am until noon. 
We’ll worship together and care for the essential business of the An-
nual Conference. You will be able to receive your advance material to 
prepare for the Annual Conference session either through the mail, 
using paper, or by going online. Soon you’ll have an opportunity to 
indicate your preferences in that regard. As we move through 
the Annual Conference session, you will be able to vote on the matters 
before us either on a paper ballot to be mailed back or online. There 
will be opportunities to engage prior to Annual Conference in a web-
based setting where you may ask questions and have conversation 
with those who will be presenting the reports. 

We will wait until June 2021 to gather in our All Saints service as 
we remember those who’ve died in the past year. We will also post-
pone until June 2021 the celebration of and recognition of those who 
are retiring this year. The clergy session will be held at Saint Luke 
United Methodist Church, Sanford, on Saturday, September 19, at 10 
am. The same day at 2 pm, we will have the ordering of ministry ser-
vice in which we will set apart for ministry those who are commis-
sioned into missionary service or set apart as lay missioners in our 
church. We will also commission and ordain clergy. 

I invite your prayers for all of these times together. Continue to 
stay alert to nccumc.org and to the emails which come to you and to 
your mail so that you may be updated and prepared for this annual 
time in which we gather to connect anew with one another to be re-
vived in our life together and to make important decisions.  

Our prayers continue for these plans and for all our life together.   

 
Pastor Rick’s Update 

 

We journey in a time of modifications and flexibility. Bishop Ward 
announces the changes to our upcoming North Carolina Annual Con-
ference plans above. We here at Hayes Barton are excited that Adam 
and Molly will both be ordained into full connection as Elders in The 
United Methodist Church at the gathering on Saturday, September 
19th, 2020 at Saint Luke United Methodist Church, Sanford, NC. 

As a Connectional Denomination, we know that there will be a 
change in the meeting of our Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference 
which is held at Lake Junaluska for the purpose of electing our bish-
ops. Also, the General Conference slated for May 2020 is postponed 
till early fall in 2021. 

Regarding Hayes Barton going forward, we continue to lean on 
the wisdom of Governor Cooper and Health and Human Services Sec-
retary Cohen by continuing to follow the current restrictions through 
May 8th. Our Bishop is asking all United Methodist Churches in the 
NC Conference to follow this guidance. 

As we move through the Governor’s suggestion of Phase I, II, and 
III, we will continue to discern the best path for good health regard-
ing small groups and corporate worship for our church family. 

mailto:miversen@hbumc.org
mailto:mwhite@hbumc.org
mailto:mwhite@hbumc.org
www.nccumc.org
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Student Ministry: Birdhouse Sale! 
 

It is that time of the year again - Birdhouse Sales! The student 
ministry has put together 40 wonderful birdhouses and some 
very talented artists have been hard at work painting. Since this 
year is unique with social distancing, we are moving to an 
online format. The sale will be May 3-8 on our website: 
 

hbumcyouth.com/fundraising 
 

Mother’s Day is right around the corner, so consider buying a 
beautiful hand-painted birdhouse to help brighten up her yard 
during this time of social distancing. All proceeds will still be 
going to help fund future youth mission trips and mission pro-
grams. Please consider buying a birdhouse online to support 
our youth mission teams. For information, please email: 
 

Davis Coster (dcoster@hbumc.org) 

New Dates for VBS!  
Registration Begins May 15 

 

We currently hope to have VBS this year from August 10-
14. Registration will now begin May 15. Volunteers of all ages 
are needed! Volunteer registration at the same link.  
 

Join us on an adventure of the Knights of North Castle: Quest 
for the King’s Armor. This 
fun week will invite chil-
dren to take on the role of 
brave Knights in a frozen 
land and explore how we 
put on the armor of God. 
Through Old and New 
Testament stories, they 
will learn how to put on 
the Belt of Truth, the 
Breastplate of Justice, the 
Shoes of Peace, the Shield 
of Faith, and the Helmet of 
Salvation. From 9:00 am - 
12:30 pm each day, the kids will learn a new Bible story and 
“Castle Callout” which will be reinforced through music, crafts, 
recreation, storytelling and snack centers. So take up the 
gauntlet this summer and “armor up” in God’s word and love! 
 

Thank you for remaining flexible. We will keep up-to-date with 
restrictions on gatherings but hope we’ll be able to have all the 
fun and learning of VBS in August.  
 

Elementary Daily Devotions  
 

Elementary daily devotions with Ms. Laurie (Monday-Saturday) 
are available for viewing on her YouTube page, linked at 
hbumc.org/children. To receive an emailed devotion, please 
contact Laurie at lharrell@hbumc.org. 

Student Ministry: May Is Senior Month 
 

With COVID-19 ending the school year early, we recognize that there are many seniors who have missed out on several events and 
memories that they were looking forward to. In an effort to make our 2020 high school seniors feel loved and recognized, Hayes 
Barton Student Ministry will be making May “Senior Month.” We will be using the month of May to recognize and spotlight our 
seniors in several different ways. Be sure to follow us on social media so you can join us in loving on our seniors during this diffi-
cult time. If you know any of the seniors listed below, try to send them an encouraging note, letter, or thought! For more infor-
mation, please email Rachel Carter (rcarter@hbumc.org) or Davis Coster (dcoster@hbumc.org). 
 

High School Seniors 

Web Blackburn 
Stephen Brice 
Mason Bunn 
Mia Busick 

Ella Lee Carr 
Lila Casey 

Noah Casey 
Jacqueline Caulfield 

Stratton Collins 
Sammy Culpepper 
Clay Duckworth 

Jackson Elis 
Dylan Kadis 

Izzy Kempson 
Ashton Kendall 

Maddie Lee 

Katherine-Parker Lowry  
Zachary Naylor 
George O’Brien 
Grace Palmer 
Monica Powell 

Caroline Pridgen 
Katherine Rose 
Olivia Skaggs 

Mary Martha Stokes 
Winston Tuttle 
Marcus Tyner 
Adair Warner 
Hope Warner 
Worth Warner 
Wills Womack 

mailto:dcoster@hbumc.org
mailto:lharrell@hbumc.org
mailto:rcarter@hbumc.org
mailto:dcoster@hbumc.org
www.hbumcyouth.com/fundraising
www.hbumcyouth.com/fundraising
www.hbumc.org/children
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Devotion: Fourth Week of Easter 
 

Read: John 9:1-41 
 

Rest: Spend a few minutes in silence, resting in God’s presence and 
pondering the scripture verses. 
 

Reflect: Read the Scripture a second time. Listen for a word or a 
phrase that calls to you. Ask, “Spirit, what would you teach me to-
day?”  
 

Respond: Read the Scripture a third time. Have you been consoled, 
challenged, or some other way moved? What do you perceive God is 
saying to you in this Scripture? Let your heart speak to God. 
 

Pray: Holy God, why is it that we look, but do not see? Bring us again 
and again into your light until your ways become visible to us, and 
bear fruit in us. Touch us so that we are utterly changed, a before and 
after, a now and then so that we may also say, “One thing I do know, 
that though I was blind, now I see.” Lord, we believe; help our unbe-
lief. In Christ’s light, we pray. Amen.  

 
Devotion: Fifth Week of Easter 

 

 Read: John 11:1-45  
 

Rest: Spend a few minutes in silence, resting in God’s presence and 
pondering the scripture verses. Give to God what you have discovered 
during your experience of quietly reflecting on these verses. Interact 
with God as you would with one you know loves and accepts you 
 

Pray: Lord God, you are resurrection and life. As we worship you this 
day show us who we are: bearers of good news, messengers of resur-
rection, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Reflect: The Lazarus Life by Stephen W. Smith 
 

One Italian artist, Mattia Preti, painted a close-up scene of the raising 
of Lazarus in the 1650’s. In the painting we see Lazarus sitting up on 
a slab of rock right outside the tomb. His resurrection has just hap-
pened and his transformation is taking place. He is half-asleep or half
-alive, still obviously stunned over what has just happened. He has not 
moved much, but it’s clear he’s about to move closer to Jesus. He 
seems to be resting for a moment by the tomb’s entrance. 
 

As you look down at Lazarus’s extended bare legs, you see a man 
untying Lazarus from a cord that had been wrapped around him. He 
has the cord in his right hand. He is looking at Jesus but is also aware 
of the grave cloth he is about to untie. He is gently, tenderly, and lov-
ingly helping Lazarus free. Oh, for such a friend. 
 

We cannot underestimate the importance of this kind of tenderness in 
community. Despite all the ways others can hurt us, we need one an-
other in order to move forward in the spiritual life. In the story of 
Lazarus, Jesus did not do what community was meant to do. Jesus 
asked the community to take the grave clothes off Lazarus. He asks us 
to do the exact same thing within our own communities, families and 
groups. This is one of the greatest purposes of Christian community: 
to show up for each other and to reach out and help one another in 
the process of being transformed. It takes community for this to hap-
pen. No one can untie his or her own grave clothes. 

Prayer Bookmarks 
04-19-20 & 04-26-20 

  
Deaths 

Bernice Bryan, brother of Jim Bryan 
Wilbo Jones 

Bonnie Poe Mann, mother of Debbie Dragos 
Don Preiss 

Barbara Settle, mother of Julie Mitchell 
Tom Shreve, father of Gena Jones 

 
Births 

Mila Grace Bailey, daughter of Chris & Ashley Bailey 
James Hayden Phillips, son of Rebecca & Justin Phillips 

 
Health Concerns 

Arlene Bagwell 
 Laurie Barwick 

Renay Jones’ father 
Autney Nelms 

 
Ongoing Concerns 

Mark Angelo 
Jimmy Ball 

Dale Benson 
Richard Birtch 

Kent Burns 
Elly Cherry 
Gloria Coe 

Mary Lou Goodrich 
David Hesmer 

Finlay Carter Judy 
Margaret Lucas 
Jo Ann Moore 

Robert Earl Phyllian 
Jane Preiss 

David Robertson 
Rhumell Ross 
Carol Smith 

Phil Templeton 
Elvey Thomas 
Susan Wagner 
Georgia Webb 

 
Deployed 

James Hemphill 
John Templeton, nephew of Phil Templeton 

 
Our Church Leaders 

Pastors Rick, Adam and Molly 
D.S. Southern; Bishop Ward 

  
All Those Affected  

by the COVID-19 Pandemic 
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Hayes Barton United Methodist Church 
2209 Fairview Road 
Raleigh, NC 27608-2240 
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This newsletter is also available by email as a pdf, and can be found on the web at www.hbumc.org/newsletters 

MAY 3: 
4th Sunday of Easter 

 

Acts 2:42-47 
Psalm 23 

1 Peter 2:19-25 
John 10:1-10 

 

MAY 10: 
5th Sunday of Easter 

 

Acts 7:55-60 
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 

1 Peter 2:2-10 
John 14:1-14 

 

MAY 17: 
6th Sunday of Easter 

 

Acts 17:22-31 
Psalm 66:8-20 
1 Peter 3:13-22 
John 14:15-21 

 

MAY 24: 
Ascension Sunday 

 

Acts 1:1-11 
Psalm 47 

Ephesians 1:15-23 
Luke 24:44-53 

WEEKEND WORSHIP  
ON VIMEO 

 

During this season when 
social distancing is mandat-
ed to keep everyone safe, 
Hayes Barton UMC will be 
providing Weekend Worship 
through Vimeo. Due to the 
high volume of congregants 
watching services via social 
media, there is often a chal-
lenge in the service down-
loading while live streaming. 
 

Each weekend, the service 
will be available at noon on 
Saturday so that you can 
worship at a convenient time 
for you and your family. 
 

Go to vimeo.com/hbumc to 
view the service, or previous 
archived services. For ques-
tions, contact Susan at: 

919-832-6435 x1135  
or sbaldwin@hbumc.org. 

Staying in Touch 
 

Staying in touch electronically and via phone and mail is 
more important now than ever before. Please take a 
moment to make sure you’ve given us your best email 
address, phone number, and mailing address so that we 
can be in touch. You can check the online directory by 
clicking MEMBERS at the top right-hand corner of the 
website, www.hbumc.org. Once you log in there, you 
can see your contact information and our online direc-
tory. Have trouble logging in? Please contact Member-
ship Secretary Anna Stidham at: 
 

astidham@hbumc.org or 919-522-4285 
 

We also encourage people to download the ChurchLife 
app, which is a smartphone app compatible with our 
online directory. Search for the app in your phone’s App 
Store, download, and use your same login credentials to 
access the directory.  
 

For more information about staying in touch with our 
membership or with questions, please contact Amy Pi-
land, Director of Membership and Lay Involvement, at: 
 

apiland@hbumc.org or 919-816-5015 
 

Need help with accessing our online worship services 
and offerings? Please contact Kelly Donaldson at: 
 

kdonaldson@hbumc.org 

Hayes Barton Celebrated Earth Day  
on April 22nd! 

 

Dale Hollar and his dog Rudy enjoyed outdoor spaces 
with no litter (upper left), Mary Martha Stokes and So-
phie Penn encourage recycling (bottom right), Celia-
Gray Brown is a young gardener (bottom left), and Jack, 
Thomas, and Wilson Eckstein tried some eco-friendly 
transportation (upper right)!  

http://hbumc.org
http://www.hbumc.org
http://www.hbumc.org
http://www.hbumc.org
mailto:dgill@hbumc.org
mailto:dgill@hbumc.org
mailto:dgill@hbumc.org
http://www.hbumc.org/newsletters
mailto:sbaldwin@hbumc.org
mailto:astidham@hbumc.org
mailto:apiland@hbumc.org
mailto:kdonaldson@hbumc.org
www.vimeo.com/hbumc



