
First Sunday of Advent 
 
Welcome  Molly White 
 

Opening Song Hark the Herald, King of Heaven Mendelssohn, Baloche and Ingram 
LightHouse Band 

First Sunday of Advent   Bill, Melissa, Polly, Allie and Britton Ferrell 

Reader 1: O God, we light the first candle of Advent.  

Reader 2: We kindle it with hope. We long for you to come to our world, to break through and reign with compassion, jus-
tice, and peace. We remember times we longed for God to be present to us, this congregation, and this world.  

Reader 1: The prophet Isaiah also cried to God to tear open heaven and come down. He called God's people to do right. 
Isaiah called them to be refashioned like clay by God, the potter. This Advent, we call out to God.  

ALL: Mighty God, creator of the world, break through all that keeps us from you. We ask for your mercy and reform us in 
your image. This Advent, visit us with your justice, love, and peace. Amen.     

Opening Prayer  Molly White  

In this confusing and chaotic time, O Lord, it is hard to discern truth from fiction. Teach us once again the 
lesson of the fig tree. Reassure us one more time that, even though heaven and earth pass away, your words 
are eternal and will never fail. Clear the cobwebs of sleep from our minds, and awaken us to hear the gospel. 
Amen.      

First Lesson Isaiah 64:1-9 Troy Baddour 

Time with Young Disciples   Laurie Harrell 

Gospel Lesson Mark 13:24-37  

“But in those days, after that suffering, 

the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light, 
and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and 
gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 



“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is 
near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this gener-
ation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away. 

“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep 
alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 
slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake–for you 
do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he 
may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”  

Sermon “You Just Never Know” Rick Clayton 

Sharing Joys and Concerns   Adam Charville 

Pastoral Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer  Adam Charville  

Offertory Hope Has a Name Cruse, John, Johnson, and Williams 
LightHouse Band 

Doxology Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Benediction   Rick Clayton 

 

LightHouse Band 

Blair Holland, Director of Contemporary Music 

John Cathcart, Colton Clifton, Lee Clyburn, Mike Rees and Sean Timmons 

Prayer Bookmark 

Ongoing Concerns 
Mark Angelo 

Richard Birtch 
Kermit Braswell 

Kent Burns 
Kim Collins 

Mary Lou Goodrich 
David Hesmer 

Finlay Carter Judy 
Margaret Lucas 
Jo Ann Moore 
John Phillips 

Robert Earl Phyllian 
Jane Preiss 

David Robertson 

Ongoing Concerns 
Rhumell Ross 
Barbara Smith 
Nancy Stamey 

Phil Templeton 
Elvey Thomas 
Susan Wagner 
Georgia Webb 

 
Stephen Ministry Trainees 

 
Our In-Crowd Members 

 

Those Affected by Hurricanes 
and Wildfires 

Our Church Leaders 
Pastors Rick, Adam and Molly 
D.S. Southern; Bishop Ward 

 
 

Church members who have suffered  
from COVID or are caring  
for those with the virus 

 
Those grieving the over 265K  

who have died from COVID in the US 
 

Our Leaders at All Levels 
of the Government 


